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SSC # 36 — EFFECTIVE ESTATE PLANNING SOLUTIONS FOR CANADIAN
FINANCIAL ADVISORS

This course is eligible for:
3 CE Life & A&S Credits For BC, SK, MB & ON.

3 CE LIFE Credits ONLY for AB.

Target Audience

This course is designed for financial advisors, planners, insurance professionals, and
estate-planning practitioners who support clients in protecting, transferring, and preserving
wealth. It is ideal for advisors seeking to strengthen their understanding of Canadian
estate-planning fundamentals, tax considerations, trust structures, and the use of insurance as
a strategic planning tool.

Course Overview

Estate planning in Canada shares many universal principles with estate planning around the
world: ensuring assets are distributed according to a client’s wishes and minimizing tax liabilities
wherever possible. Clients work hard to build their wealth, and they want to ensure it is
protected, transferred efficiently, and used in ways that reflect their values and intentions.
Without proper planning, these decisions may fall to individuals or systems that do not fully
understand or prioritize the client’s wishes.

This course provides advisors with a comprehensive understanding of estate-planning
concepts, including wills, trusts, probate, valuation methods, tax implications, and the role of life
insurance in providing liquidity and protecting estate assets. Advisors will learn how property
passes at death, how to structure charitable and trust-based transfers, and how to identify risks
for executors, beneficiaries, and advisors themselves. By mastering these concepts, advisors
can help clients create estate plans that safeguard assets, reduce taxes, and ensure their
legacy is preserved.

Purpose of the Course

The purpose of this course is to equip financial advisors with the knowledge and tools needed to
guide clients through the estate-planning process with confidence.



Advisors will learn how to identify key components of a strong estate plan, understand tax
considerations, evaluate trust and insurance strategies, and support clients in making informed
decisions about their property, dependents, and legacy. With this knowledge, advisors can help
clients protect their wealth, minimize administrative burdens, and ensure their wishes are
carried out effectively.

Learning Objectives
Upon successful completion of this course, the financial advisor will be able to:

1. Understand the Foundations of Estate Planning

« Identify the essential components of a strong estate plan
o Explain the importance of estate planning and its role in wealth preservation
¢ Understand the steps involved in creating an estate plan

2. Recognize Key Roles, Processes & Valuation Methods

o Identify the members of an estate-planning team
e Understand estate administration and how to determine the value of an estate
e Recognize exclusions when determining the gross estate

3. Understand How Property Transfers at Death

e Explain how property passes by law, by contract, or by will
e Understand the benefits of joint ownership
o Evaluate charitable transfers, inter-vivos trusts, and testamentary trusts

4. Apply Trust & Insurance Strategies to Protect Estate Assets

e Understand the purpose and advantages of life insurance trusts
e Recognize how trusts provide liquidity and protect estate assets
o Evaluate different types of trusts and their uses

5. Navigate Tax Considerations in Estate Planning

e Understand how the CRA views estate-planning strategies
e Recognize tax implications for registered plans with named beneficiaries
e Understand probate considerations and the impact of gifting assets before death

6. Identify Risks for Executors, Beneficiaries & Advisors

e Recognize the responsibilities and potential liabilities of executors and designated
beneficiaries
e Understand the risks advisors face when providing estate-planning guidance



